The Canadian Jacques Maritain Association was founded on October 12, 1979 by
Jean-Louis Allard and a small group of philosophers (including Léon Charette, Fr.
Lawrence Dewan, Leslie Armour, and Fr Jacques Croteau) in order to keep alive the
kinds of questions and issues discussed in the work of the French philosopher,
Jacques Maritain (1882-1973).

Maritain had two dominant interests. One was the idea of a perennial philosophy.
Maritain held that there was a continuity in philosophy, and that important insights
of the past could be retained without preventing philosophers from pursuing new
ideas. The other (which is exhibited clearly in his writings leading up to the United
Nations Declaration of Human Rights) was the explicit articulation of those
conditions that make philosophy possible, and that could serve as common principles
which all philosophers can share.

The Association aims to promote philosophical reflection, and it both publishes a
refereed journal, Maritain Studies / Etudes Maritainiennes, and sponsors collections
of essays which have been presented at its meetings. The various issues and themes
treated at conferences and in the publications of the Association lead one beyond the
confines of professional philosophy; the Association has always welcomed members
who are not professional philosophers but whose interests provoke or demand
philosophical reflection.

I1'y a déja plus que trente ans, I’ Association canadienne Jacques Maritain voyait le
jour a I’instigation de Jean-Louis Allard et d’un petit groupe de philosophes (dont le
regretté professeur Léon Charette, Jacques Croteau, omi, Leslie Armour et Lawrence
Dewan 0.p.). Cette Association se fixait comme but de garder vivantes les
preoccupations philosophiques de Jacques Maritain.

Encore aujourd’hui, I’ Association consiste en un groupe de personnes intéressées
par les mémes questions qui hantaient Maritain. En fait, deux champs “investigation
philosophique monopolisaient sans cesse I’attention de Maritain. L’un était constitué
par I’idée d’une philosophie pérenne--un paradigme continuiste de la raison selon
lequel la philosophie se déploie a la maniéere d’une piéce de tisserand. Il s’agit d’une
vision ouverte de la philosophie qui, tout en étant toujours en marche vers une plus
grande compréhension de la réalité, est toujours a méme de se reconnaitre dans
I’oeuvre de celles qui I’ont précédée. L autre champ d’investigation, par ailleurs tout
a fait explicite dans la contribution de Maritain a la déclaration onusienne des droits
de la personne, était délimité par I’élaboration d’une zone de consensus partagée par
des philosophes de tout horizon spéculatif et ce, afin de permettre une meilleure
compréhension des conditions de possibilité de la philosophie.

Au moyen de la revue Etudes maritainiennes/Maritain Studies et du financement
de volumes constitués par des communications présentées lors de ses rencontres,

I’ Association prétend contribuer au patrimoine philosophique..Une part significative
du projet philosophique de I’ Association reléve de I’ordre historique. Pour Maritain,
ce travail puisait a méme et prolongeait la tradition thomiste. Plus globalement,

I’ Association tente a vrai dire de problématiser I’histoire de la philosophie;
problématique qui fut a I’origine de penseurs aussi divers que Russell, Heidegger et
Whitehead.
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Wednesday / mercredi June 5 jun
Clearihue Building, Room A206

Session |: Oppression, Resistance and Rights —9:00 to 12:30
Président et rapporteur / Chair — Commentator:
Jason West, Academic Dean, Newman Theological College

Graham Parsons, United States Military Academy, West Point — The
Absurdity of Public War for Human Rights

Gregory McCreery, University of South Florida, Tampa — The Efficacy
of Sacrifice and Resistance

Christopher S. Morrissey, Redeemer Pacific College, Langley, B.C. —
Natural Law and Scapegoating

12:30 — 14:00 LUNCH
14:00 — 15:00 — Keynote Address

William Sweet, St. Francis Xavier University — Values, Culture and
Models of Human Rights

Session II: Rights, Sovereignty and Politics — 15:15to 17:45
Chair — Commentator / Président et rapporter:
Christopher S. Morrissey, Redeemer Pacific College

Jason West, Newman Theological College, Edmonton — The Myth of
Sovereignty: Reflections from Jacques Maritain

Irfan Khawaja, Felican College, Lodi, New Jersey — Annexation,
Immigration and Political Rights: A Defense of Sari Nusseibeh’s
Heretical Proposal for Israel/Palestine

Cara Camcastle, Corpus Christi College, Vancouver — Human Rights
in Arctic Governance

Thursday / jeudi June 6 juin
David Strong Building, Room C118

Session lll: Rights, Religion and Tolerance — 9:00 to 12:30

Chair — Commentator / Président et rapporter:
Phillip Wiebe, Trinity Western University

Eva Braunstein, Regent College, Vancouver — Grounding Rights:
Maritain, Dworkin, & the Religious Origins of Human Rights Language

David Klassen, Saint Mark’s/Corpus Christi Colleges, Vancouver —
Rights Talk and God Talk: Religious Belief and Natural Rights

David Bellusci, O.P., Dominican University College, Ottawa —
Giordano Bruno and Queen Christina: Truth and Rome

12:30 — 14:00 LUNCH
14:00 — 15:00 — Keynote Address

Mary Anne Waldron, University of Victoria Law School — Free to
Believe: Rethinking Freedom of Conscience and Religion in Canada

Session IV: Theories of Rights — 15:15to 17:45
Président et rapporteur / Chair — Commentator:
David Bellusci, O.P., Dominican University College

Jamie Hellewell, University of British Columbia, Vancouver —
Domination, Arbitrary Power and Human Rights

Carl Friesen, Regent College, Vancouver — From ‘Rights Talk’ to
Coercion: The Inadequacy of Rights-Based Theories of Justice

Chong Un Choe, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. — Taking
the Right to Formal Equality Seriously: No Specious Claims Allowed

Organizing Committee / comite organisateur: Chair: David Klassen, Saint Mark’s/Corpus Christi Colleges
William Sweet, St. Francis Xavier University; C.S. Morrissey, Redeemer Pacific College; David Bellusci, Dominican University College



